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Our mission

“Mobilizing the people of Santa Clara County to
protect their homes, communities and environment
from wildfires.”




Today’s Goals

Defensible space concepts

Ember Awareness

Prepare you to analyze your own property
Many examples

Q&A



Defensible Space

Creates a safe area
for firefighters to
protect a home

Defensible space
reduces fuels

Protects homes

Helps keep forests
nealthy




1. Immediate Zone: 0-5 feet

Gray Zone
=no plants
=nothing

HEINIEDLIE

=hardscapes

—boulders
—birdbaths
—pathways




When you look out the window
you look right over this area



2. Intermediate Zone 5-30 feet

BT =
Green Zone % Ml o g
= Manicured& ,." A
Irrigated . .‘f‘b‘, 4, _ :

sl ntermixed
with hardscape
features

=Control vertical ., -
and horizontal
spacing



Zone 5'-30'

= Avoid continuous
plantings right up to
your home

= Remove tree
branches within 10
of your home

= Use hardscape in a
network to reduce
amount of fuel




Vertical and Horizon Spacing are key

Vertical Space Horizontal distance
= Vertical flame = 3-6 feet between
height is 3-5 times plants
height of plant

= Keep dead portions
cleaned up

= Keep leaves and
needles cleaned up

= Limb up trees
= Keep bushes low

Example: A five foot shrub is growing near a tree.
3x5 = 15 feet of clearance needed between the top
of the shrub and the lowest tree branch.




Lean, clean and green



3 Extended Zone: 30-100 feet

mAgain spacing and hygiene are key



Extended Zone 30'-100"

Limb up Oi‘"'Skll‘t" trees to'glve space
below the canopy



Slope
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= Steeper slope

N = more space
_»™ = Spacing and
al hygiene are
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FLAT TO MILD SLOPE (LESS THAN 20%)

MILD TO MOOKRATE SLOPE (20"-40°)

MODERATE 1O STEEP SLOPE (GREATER THAN 40%)




Embers/Firebrands

=Can be carried or =\What will it land on
blown a mile or more  =\Wil| it self
sExtreme conditions:  extinguish, smolder
dry and windy can be or ignite?

5 miles




Home Ignition Zone-Be Ember Aware

%b)e 44 Where do needle
s.;:andleafdebﬂs
- accumulate on

yourproperty?
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That is where the wind will ==
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Embers/Firebrands

Embers pass through defensible space
Is where they land ignitable?



Deck and Fence
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Skylights and Chimneys

=Skylights
—Remove accumulated debris

—Consider replacing acrylic
glass for tempered glass

— =Chimneys
ff f":j‘"»,» —Cover chimney and stovepipe
Zel SSis outlets
\\‘ | —Make sure chimney is at least
=~ 10 feet from tree branches



http://advancedsash.com/vendors-2/velux/

Windows

Dual-pane window

Warmer, greater
thermal expansion

A
AR

NN

Thermal strosses

resulting o crack
: propagation from the
Inside odge of glass iz the
couse of glass broakoage

Qutside
—

Radiant

Energy
Exposure

AN

Cooler, lower
thermal expansion

R s s s L

<
A
A
A
4
‘]
4
A
7
4
4
4
')
”
]
o
A
4
“
]
4
i

e O A [ OF TR DB e

WRSOW Dooke g & 2008
o hFre. Maving e Qus-Da'w
WEROOW WER O NeARON Why tha

SO oy

Tt s W 8 i Oow
v 20 ANy e Pl 00 e <X
5 SO, e G v T

>



Shutters




Foundations and
Exterior Walls

sRemove combustible
NEICHEIS

slUse closure devices
on vents

sScreen wall
openings with 1/8th
Inch metal screen
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Notice what’s burning?













Question & Answer

Santa Clara County FireSafe
Council:

San;taClaraCounty Eugenla Rendler
FireSafe Education@SCCfiresafe.org
408-915-7233



mailto:Education@SCCfiresafe.org

Resources

shttp://www.alertscc.com/
shttp://www.sccfd.org/
sWwwWwW.SCCFireSafe.org
mhttp://calfire.ca.gov
sReadyforwildfire.org
shttps://www.firesafesantacruz.org
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http://calfire.ca.gov/

